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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES IN MARCH 2024
The Chapel Trustees met at the school on March 215, Among things we discussed were :-

a) We agree that the Trust Fund would subsidise a larger print run of the second edition of
David Arnold’s book of “The Fifty Five”. We accepted this could mean either a greater
income to the trust if the book sold well or have a negative impact if sales were slow. We
unanimously felt confident that we should go ahead with the larger print run having
completely sold out of the first edition.

b) We discussed the difficulty of persuading the Chapel bell to give a single toll on
Remembrance Day. A letter had been sent to Nicholsons bell hangers but the response
made it clear that this is a known problem with the type of bell we have and that a single
toll may not be possible without changing to an electronic chime.

c) We thanked the Headmaster Jon Curtis-Brignell for re-discovering (and polishing) the
Edgar Povey and Barfoot Trophies and for offering to re-introduce the Edgar Povey Trophy
as an award at the annual Commendation Day.

d) We agreed to ask Philip Ticehurst (LCGS 1959-1966 and an accountant by profession) if
he would become our new Treasurer. When he was asked a few weeks later he
generously agreed to take over the role in 2025 and also to be elected to the board of
trustees

e) We briefly discussed the role of Junior Trustees, the website, the care of the Steinway
piano in the Chapel, the possibility of gaining a new organ scholar and the use of the
chapel by external organisations.

A NEW ORGAN SCHOLAR

On the recommendation of trustee Ruth Gottlieb and the Headmaster we agreed to invite Sidney
Newman to accept an Organ Scholarship to be paid for by the Chapel Trust Fund until such time
as a Sponsor could be found. A few months later Paul Harris, the famous clarinettist and author
of many books for aspiring musicians offered to pay for Sidney’s tuition and Sidney was thus
awarded the “Paul Harris Organ Scholarship” . With the help of this scholarship he has made
good progress and we understand that he was invited to play a solo at the school Christmas
Concert..

WEBSITE
Trustee John Murray continues to maintain and update our website. The web address is at the top
of this report and is well worth a visit with interesting information and photographs.

HERITAGE DAY

On September 14" 2024 the Chapel was open as part of the Lewes Heritage Buildings Open Day
and saw 55 visitors come to look around and see the displays.

Terence Steele once again came to play the organ for the afternoon which was much appreciated
by the attendees as they passed through.

There was slightly less footfall this year, in part due to 160 other venues in the town being open
Art-wave, traffic and parking congestion due to road closures and Brighton & Hove Albion playing
at home. Despite this it was still a worthwhile event. (Report by Alan Pett)

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

On the 10th November 2024 we held the annual Remembrance Sunday service at the Lewes
School Memorial Chapel in Mountfield Road with help from the Chapel Trustees, Old Lewesians
and the Priory School representatives who continue to be very supportive to us, both in the


https://lewesprioryschoolmemorialchapeltrust.org/

organisation of this event and attendance. The service was well attended including by the Mayor
of Lewes. Terence Steele accompanied us on the organ, including playing quietly during the
laying of the wreaths and giving us Adagio by Albinoni for the retiring piece. Hand ringing the bell
during the reading of each name of the fallen 55 former students from the LCGS for Boys was
done by Eddie who volunteered as a Priory School pupil. Pupils from the school also helped in
name reading, wreath making and wreath laying, Matilda Motley played the Last Post and
Reveille for us again with her trumpet and " The Parting Glass" was beautifully sung by Maya
Naumann and Imogen Hartnett. David Arnold told the stories of two of the 55 who became
prisoners of war, this was incredibly moving. A new poem written for the occasion, "Reality". was
read by myself.

Poem "Reality" by Valerie Shrubb.

We look across the years

And through all our tears,

To remember those many Old Boys

Who left behind their toys

And went to war against the foe,

Answering the call of country to go.

They were young, afraid and brave

And many gave health and lives to save

Others at home in Alma Mater

Who had just their futures to barter.

So many lie beneath rows of white

In foreign fields in plain sight

To remind us of the sad legacy of war

And that the cost of conflict is always sore.

Things went well and | feel we did the 55 justice and the tweaks we made to the programme this
year were of benefit including the provision of 3 microphones. The School involvement continues
to keep the students of today informed about the sacrifices made by so many. The poppy banners
we had were reused the next day by the School for their Armistice day service.

Thirteen of us had a lunch together at the Swan Inn afterwards. We will hold this again next year
after the service but for more participants as it does seem to be popular and | had to turn people
down. (Report by Valerie Shrubb)

The Trustees would like to thank Valerie for the care she took in planning and leading the service.

SCHOOL “PRESENTATION AWARDS DAY” FOR YEAR 11

Former Chapel trustee, David Carter, was invited by Priory School to attend its Year 11 'Class of
2024 Celebration Evening' on 28th November 2024.

The event was very well attended by departing students, family, friends and staff, who filled the
Corn Exchange in Lewes Town Hall.

Headteacher Jon Curtis-Brignell officiated and mayor of Lewes, Councillor Imogen Makepeace
presented many of the prizes and provided Closing Remarks.

In 1969-70, David Carter had been the first Priory School recipient of the Edgar Povey Trophy,
which had been originally donated to the former Lewes County Grammar School for Boys in 1933
and presented annually until the closure of the School at the end of the 1968-69 year.

The Edgar Povey Trophy had been lost for many years but recently re-discovered.

Priory School decided to re-introduce its annual award ‘For Integrity & Honour’.

David presented the 2024 chosen recipient, Hanna Vincze, with the trophy, a list of previous
winners since 1933, a cash gift which he has offered to provide annually and a bouquet of
flowers.

In addition to awards and prize-giving, the evening included musical items and speeches and was
judged a great success by all.

Finally the Trustees are extremely happy to hear of the recovery of our ex-chairman and longest
serving Trustee, John Davey, from his tussle with cancer. We look forward to seeing him at our
next meeting which we think will mark John’s 33" year as a trustee
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